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It is hard to believe that half of 2008 
is almost over already! These have 
been trying times for us in Sri Lanka, 

with inflation hitting unimaginable levels 
and the cost of living truly phenomenal. 
People work hard only to discover that 
their earnings do not go very far these 
days.

The DBU did not have any functions 
the past few months due to the rather 
“difficult” situation in the country. 
However, we had several requests from 
members to re-commence our Theme 
nights, and in response to them we 
held our first Theme night for this year, 
“Bingo in Chinatown”. Over a hundred 
members and guests turned up, most 
of them attired in Red as stipulated, and 
had a good time at a very reasonable 
price. Chinese Lanterns were hung up 
all over the hall and exquisite “ikebana” 
floral arrangements, created by Druki 
Martenstyn, were the centerpieces on 
all the tables.

The evening started off with members 
of the General Committee and sub-

committees participating  in a “lantern 
parade” to the sound of firecrackers 
– reminiscent of the traditional 
celebrations at the commencement 
of the Chinese New Year. This was 
followed by two hugely successful 
games of Bingo, with all the income 
from the sales of the Bingo tickets, 
given away as prizes. A delicious buffet 
spread of Chinese food was laid out 
after which everyone danced the rest 
of the night away to the super music 
provided by “Outburst” DJs.

What was really nice to see was the 
cross section of ages present.  From 
the very senior members to the 
very junior – and everybody having 
a good time! It is indeed wonderful 
that the DBU could provide a brief 
respite from the harsh reality of life 
in the midst of a civil war and grave 
worldwide food and fuel crises. We 
will endeavour to keep on providing 
good entertainment at the lowest 
possible cost, not making any profit, 
bearing in mind the difficulties faced 
by everyone today.

Plans are underway for the DBU 
Centenary Ball, scheduled for October, 
a project chaired by our President 
Nigel Austin.

St Nikolaas’ Home is undergoing a 
transformation with a large section 
of the roof being replaced and urgent 
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Members and Guests Singalong

repairs to the structure of the building 
being carried out, thanks to the legacy of 
the late Mr A.E. Christoffelsz. A picnic is 
being planned for the Ladies of the Home 
early this month, at the invitation of Mr 
Dale Rabot to his beautiful bungalow 
“Half Moon Bay” by the Bolgoda Lake.

Looking forward to seeing you all at 
these events!

Cheers
Anne-Marie Kellar

Welfare Reports
Eighty Club of Melbourne 
The 2nd Quarter allowance of the 
Welfare Beneficiaries sponsored by the 
Eighty Club of Melbourne, now totalling 
193, was paid on 29th April 2008. The 
Beneficiaries now receive Rs 6,000 per 
quarter and if living with the spouse, an 
additional Rs 3,000 is paid plus Rs 300 
per head for dependent children.

On the 3rd of May 2008, ECOM sponsored 
children were paid their 2nd Quarter 
allowance.  A consignment of story books 

donated by a well-wisher was distributed 
amongst the children who could read 
and speak in English.

DBU Welfare Beneficiaries/AEC Child 
Educational Fund 
The 2nd Quarterly payment was made 
to the DBU Welfare Beneficiaries on 
17th May 2008. 46 beneficiaries were 
present and a total sum of Rs 69,000 
was paid. The total number of Welfare 
Beneficiaries now stands at 49 with the 
passing away of one beneficiary recently.  

A.E. Christoffelsz Educational Fund
The 2nd Quarterly allowance was paid 
on 10th May 2008.  A few children were 
interviewed and selected for sponsorship.  
They will be paid from the 3rd Quarter in 
2008. 

The total number of children sponsored 
is 46, out of which 36 children were 
present and collected their sponsorship 
allowance totalling Rs 54,000.

On the evening of 10th May some 
members and their guests gathered 
around the piano in the members bar 
to sing out lustily some of the songs 
they hold dear with Mervyn Dirckze, 
Allan Outschoorn and Tony Hopman 
accompanying on their guitars whilst 
Carmen Melder tickled the ivories with 
gusto! Song books with the words of 
many old favourites were circulated to 
those present.

Since the next day was Mothers’ Day, 
as soon as the clock struck midnight, 

Carol Prins sang ‘Mother of Mine’ and 
Anne-Marie handed out little posies of 
handkerchiefs to all the mothers present, 
bringing many a tear to their eyes and 
thus creating a very moving moment. 
Our thanks to Rienzie Dekker for leading 
the singing and to Mervyn and Carol for 
bringing this all together.

The evening ended with everyone rising 
to their feet and singing out the popular 
old hymn which never fails to touch every 
heart – ‘How great thou art’. We hope to 
have similar evenings reviving the good 

A “Quiz Night” has been planned for 
this month in the Members Bar/Lounge, 
and the live music continues every 
Wednesday night.  Also, this month’s 
Theme night will be “Bollywood Nite”. 
All details of June’s events are inside this 
edition.

Looking Back – Past DBU Bulletins
While the DBU Journals are well-known 
and have been preserved in their 
entirety in both their original hard copy 
form and more recently, in digitised 
form, a lot less is known about past 
monthly DBU Bulletins. However, in a 
recent conversation with DBU Honorary 

Life Member, Johann Leembruggen 
he revealed that not only was he the 
Editor of the Monthly Bulletin in 1945 
and 1946, but he graciously handed 
over some copies that he still had in 
his possession! We are delighted to 
therefore announce that these Bulletins 

can be accessed on the DBU website 
at: http://www.dutchburgherunion.org 
in the DBU Info/Bulletins and Annual  
Reports section - our sincere thanks 
go out to Mr Leembruggen for his 
generosity.

old “singsongs” of old, at the members 
bar in the months to come, so if you 
missed out this time, watch this bulletin 
for details of future Singalongs.

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences go out to the family of Mrs. Averill Bartholomeusz who passed away recently. 
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‘The Lost Dog’ collars Michelle de Kretser $40,000 prize for fiction
(from The 
Aust ra l ian , 
Tuesday, May 
20, 2008)

M e l b o u r n e 
a u t h o r 
M i c h e l l e 
de Kretser 
has won the 

$40,000 Christina Stead Prize for fiction, 
the biggest of the NSW Premier's literary 
prizes announced in Sydney last night.

Her complex novel The Lost Dog also won 
Book of the Year, earning her a further 
$10,000. 

In a surprise move, NSW Arts Minister 
Frank Sartor announced that prize 
money for the 10 Premier's Literary 
Awards sponsored by Arts NSW would 
be doubled, to $290,000. 

"It is appropriate that the first Premier's  
Literary Awards to be initiated by a state 

government in Australia should be the richest 
and most prestigious," Mr Sartor said. 

"The Government's support for 
these awards reflects its belief in the 
importance of writing." 
Three more prizes, sponsored by other 
organisations, took the total purse to 
$320,000. 

The Lost Dog, de Kretser's third novel, 
was published last year. The protagonist, 
Tom, whose dog is the dog in the title, 
arrived in Australia from India when he 
was a child. De Kretser migrated from Sri 
Lanka while a teenager, but she wrote 
Tom's background only to help flesh out 
the complicated emotional life that sets 
him up for the events of the novel. 

"I really wanted to show a multicultural 
Australia in which people are aware of 
their background, but it doesn't define 
them," de Kretser said. "They have 
friends who are white Australians, other 
Asian backgrounds, quite mixed really." 

De Kretser, who studied French literature 
at Melbourne University and the 
Sorbonne, was an editor at Melbourne-
based travel publisher The Lonely Planet 
for more than 10 years and opened its 
Paris office. 
She started her first book in 1998 while 
on sabbatical from The Lonely Planet. 
The result was an acclaimed first novel, 
The Rose Grower, set in 19th-century 
France. 

Her second novel, The Hamilton Case, 
about a Sinhalese lawyer involved in a 
murder case, 
last year won 
an award at 
the Frankfurt 
International 
Book Fair for 
its German 
translation. 

An Ode to English Plurals 

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes. 
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, 
Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 
 
If the plural of man is always called men, 
Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, 
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 
Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth? 
 
Then one may be that, and three would be those, 
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose, 
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 
We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 
But though we say mother, we never say methren. 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 
But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 
 
Let's face it - English is a crazy language. 
There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; 
neither apple nor pine in pineapple. 
English muffins weren't invented in England . 
We take English for granted, but if we explore its paradoxes, 

we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square, 
and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
 
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing, 
grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? 
Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend. 
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and 
get rid of all but one of them, what do you call it? 
 
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? 
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? 
Sometimes I think all the folks who grew up speaking English 
should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. 
 
In what other language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? 
We ship by truck but send cargo by ship. 
We have noses that run and feet that smell. 
We park in a driveway and drive in a parkway. 
And how can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, 
while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 
 
You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language 
in which your house can burn up as it burns down, 
in which you fill in a form by filling it out,  and 
in which an alarm goes off by going on. 
 
And in closing, if Father is Pop, how come Mother's not Mop?
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We wish all our members celebrating their birthdays in May good 
health and happiness.

Mrs. June Boyagoda,  Miss Wendy Sanchia Brown, Mrs. Myfanwy de 
Silva, Miss Natalie de Niese, Mrs. Denise de Alwis, Mrs. Larna Foenander, 
Mrs. Mystica Flamer-Caldera, Mrs. M. Ganesh, Mrs. Rozanne Hemdev, 
Mrs. Averill Juriansz, Mrs. Jennifer Kelaart, Mrs. Coralie LaBrooy, 
Mrs. Uline Tennakoon, Mrs. Maryann Wijeyesekera, Messrs. Ronald 
Bakelmun, Godfrey de Kretser, Clinton de Kretser, Tony de Livera, Brian 
Forbes,  Monte Holsinger,  Bernard Holsinger, Graham Hatch, Kees 
Hoogeveen,  Kristiaan Martenstyn, Graham Marshall, Roderick Nicholas, 
Reginald Poulier, Christopher Prins, Maurice Raymond, George White, 
Tharaka Abeyratne, Niroshan Jayasinha, Ajitha Madanayaka, Rohan 
Obeyesekera, Navein Perera and Dr. Malcolm Janszé

Birthday Greetings 

Mail Room

Dear Ann-Marie,
Just a line to congratulate you on yet 
another great bulletin. I know that being 
an editor is no easy task. It's not just a 
case of knowing how to write but what to 
write and sustaining the standards that 
you set initially over a period of time.
I look forward to the next issue!
Cheers,

Monte  Holsinger

Hi Anne Marie,
Yes, once again I have to congratulate 
you and the new committee for such a 

wonderful publication of the Bulletin. 
Words cannot express my pride in 
reading this “newsy” publication, so well 
produced and compiled. Please note 
these comments on record. Yet again.

Well done and please keep up the 
fantastic work. When I visit Sri Lanka 
during July this year, I will make it a point 
to visit you and hopefully catch up with 
other committee members, and hoping 
that there will be a function or two during 
that time, which I could attend.

From a very proud and satisfied member 
of the DBU.

Patrick Loos

Dear Anne-Marie,
Sincere good wishes and congratulations 
to you all on the occasion of the 
Centenary of the Dutch Burgher Union 
of Ceylon!

I read with great interest the bulletins 

which are e-mailed to me from time to 
time.  Keep up the good work!
God bless the DBU and all members of 
the sub-committees who no doubt work 
tirelessly to keep the Union going in not 
too easy times.  
Regards

Errol Foenander
NSW, Australia.

Hi Anne-Marie,
Received the May issue of the DBU 
newsletter, which I just finished reading 
on-line. Enjoyed reading the issue and 
will be trying the recipe. Keep up the 
good work!
Regards,

Pamela Ferdinands 
(Australia)

New Members
The Main Hall downstairs is available for hire by members 

for their family weddings and private social functions 

only, at the special rate of 50% off the normal charge.  No 

discount will be given if the hall is booked by members 

for their Office and Welfare Society functions, Past Pupils 

get-togethers etc.  Inquiries should be directed to the 

Manager (Tel 2584511 and 5331661)

Hire of DBU Hall

Ms Marise Shantal Adolphus,  

Mrs. Rohina Johnston, 

Mr. Athula Niroshan Dias Jayasinha
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Entertainment at the DBU

Members evening – 4th June 2008 at the upstairs Bar/Lounge : Music provided by “Kismet”

Quiz Night – 7th June at the upstairs Bar/Lounge. 
This will be a fun event for all those of you who have a flair for Trivia! Even if you don’t, come along and enjoy the fun – 
who knows, you might know some of the answers and even walk away with one of the super prizes on offer! There is no 
charge, and the starting time is 8 p.m.

Members evening – 11th June 2008: Music provided by Nimal Jayamanne

Members evening – 17th June 2008 (a Tuesday since Wednesday is a Poya Day): Music provided by “Kismet”

Members evening – 25th June 2008: Music provided by “Lazer”

Bollywood Night – 20th June 2008

BAR HOURS HAVE BEEN EXTENDED TO 
12 MIDNIGHT ON THESE NIGHTS!!

SO!!  KEEP THESE DATES FREE AND 
COME ON OVER TO THE DBU!

Kem Martenstyn
Chairperson – Entertainment/Events
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Website Creations from

For more information or to discuss your requirements, please contact us on:

E-mail: mel@bww.lk or Telephone +94 712 072072 - www.benworldwide.com

54 Siripa Lane, Colombo 5, Sri Lanka

We offer solutions for your every need…web creations, domain names, hosting, web pages of your choice, forwarding 

E-mails, photo galleries, search engines, online forms, shopping carts, payment gateways…you name it  - we’ll provide it!

Our extensive list of prestigious clients includes the Dutch Burgher Union (www.dutchburgherunion.org) Please also 

check out our recent creation for Stefan D’Silva – www.alluringsrilanka.com and own website www.benworldwide.com 

in which you can glean necessary information about us and our ever-expanding portfolio of clients.

Special Limited Offer for DBU Bulletin readers with creations starting from as low as US$ 59!

No job too small or too large! No job too basic or too sophisticated!

Our highly skilled team stays on top of the latest technologies and we pride ourselves in providing 
the customer with satisfaction and value

Benworldwide
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When bookings are made for functions, 
the DBU has to pay the caterer for 
the number catered for. We would 
appreciate therefore if you would give 
us at least three days notice if you are 
cancelling your booking, as the DBU 
cannot afford to bear the cost incurred 
since our events are not profit making 
ones. We regret we will have to insist 
that payment is made for the number 
booked, if due notice of cancellation is 
not given.

Please remember to adhere to the DBU dress code whenever 
you visit the DBU Members’ Bar.

No one inappropriately attired will be permitted to enter the 
Bar/Lounge upstairs after 7 pm on any day.

Dress Code: No slippers, no shorts and no collarless T’shirts. 
Rubber slippers (thongs) will not be permitted at any time.

Important!

Bingo Night Action!

Notice To Members
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This will be a fun event for all 

those “Smart Cookies” and those 

of you who have a flair for Trivia! 

Even if you don’t, come along and 

enjoy the fun – who knows, you 

might know some of the answers 

and even walk away with one of 

the prizes on offer! Entrance is 

free to members and their guests 

but you need to be there by 8pm 

to avoid missing out!

Quiz Night at 
the DBU

Smart, dumb or cute 
All are welcome 

Details: 7th June , 8 p.m., Upstairs 
Bar/Lounge

Members & guests (All ages 
welcome & entrance is free) 

Will be played in groups of 5 and 
under 

Prizes: 3 prizes on offer: 
1st bottle of imported spirits 
2nd and 3rd prizes: A bottle of local 
spirits each

DBU caps and mugs for all members 
of the winning teams
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Guests are welcome, so do come along with your friends 
and be a part of the “Bollywood Experience”

Bookings may be made by telephone to the DBU (2584511)
Closing date for bookings – 16th June 2008 

Friday 20th June 
8.00 p.m. onwards

BOLLYWOOD NITE

All this for just Rs 600 per head 

An exciting programme with lots of fun and games  
Prizes for the best dressed Bollywood lady and gentleman

Music for dancing by Outburst Entertainment

Don’t miss out on an enjoyable evening

Masala Dosai, Onion Dosai, Paper Dosai, Poorie, Hot hot wadai, 

Sambhar, Red and Green chutney, Potato Baji, Chicken Masala 

Dessert: JelabbiesM
EN
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